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effective immediately, without delay”. Within hours, tens 
of thousands of East Berliners had flocked to the Wall.    

There are few occasions when one feels that history 
is being made. Rarer still are those moments when 
the course of history changes in a single day, like 9 
November 1989. I was not in Berlin that day but in 
London, studying Russian at the School of Slavonic 
and East European Studies. When I arrived home that 
evening my landlord welcomed me at the doorstep with 

the breaking news. We spent the rest of the evening glued 
to the television screen, watching the events unfold. 
 
The fall of the Berlin Wall on 9 November 1989 may 
have been due to a misunderstanding - German reuni-
fication was not. It was made possible by astute states-
manship and a great deal of political courage. It was a 
moving event when, 20 years later, a German televi-
sion channel hosted a meeting for the three statesmen 
who deserve considerable credit for this: Helmut Kohl, 
George Bush Senior and Mikhail Gorbachev.
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